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SUPERIOR COURT 


Former Paterson Mayor Jose “Joey” Torres, center, attends his sentencing hearing Tuesday in Jersey City. Torres had admitted to 
conspiracy to commit official misconduct by directing city employees to do work at a warehouse leased by his daughter and nephew. 


Tm so sorry, sobs 
Paterson ex-mayo 


Disgraced official sentenced 
to five years in prison for using 
city workers at family business 


Sara Jerde and Allison Pries For The Star-Ledger 


Former Paterson Mayor Jose “Joey” Torres’ fall from 
reformer to convict was completed Tuesday when a judge 
sentenced him to five years in prison for using city employ- 
ees as workers at a planned liquor distributorship owned by 
his family members. 

Torres pleaded guilty Sept. 22 to second-degree conspir- 
acy to commit official misconduct. 

As part of a plea deal, Torres is expected to serve the full 
five years without parole eligibility, forfeit future public 
employment and pay the city $10,000. 

Torres wiped his eyes multiple times as his attorney, John 
Azzarello, spoke during the sentencing by Hudson County 
Superior Court Judge Sheila Venable in Jersey City. The trial 
had been moved from Passaic County to Bergen and then 
Hudson to avoid potential conflicts of interest. 

Clutching a tissue, Torres kept his hands folded restlessly 
and shuffled his thumbs. 
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Torres’ wife, Sonia, center, reacts during her husband’s 
sentencing. Jose Torres, a Democrat, served five terms on the 
City Council before he was elected mayor in 2002, promising 
reforms. He replaced the incumbent, who had been indicted. 
Photos by Tariq Zehawi, The Record 


Senate GOP looks to repeal insurance mandate 
through tax bill; House leaders still undecided 


Mike DeBonis and Damian Paletta Washington Post 


Senate Republican leaders said Tuesday they would seek 
a repeal of the Affordable Care Act’s individual mandate 
through their tax bill, a major change of strategy as they try 
to accomplish two of their top domestic priorities in a single 
piece of legislation. 

Repealing the mandate, which compels most Americans 
to buy health insurance or pay a fine, would free up more 
than $300 billion in government funding over the next dec- 
ade that Republicans could use to finance their proposed tax 
cuts, but it would result in 13 million fewer people having 
health insurance, according to projections from the nonpar- 
tisan Congressional Budget Offce. 

The CBO has also projected that repealing the individ- 
ual mandate would drive up insurance premiums for many 
Americans by roughly 10 percent. 

The injection of health policy into the tax debate intro- 
duces a volatile variable into what was already a challenging 
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political enterprise for Republicans. It’s unclear whether it 
will help or hurt the bill’s chances. 

By freeing up hundreds of billions of dollars, Senate 
leaders have more flexibility as they attempt to assuage the 
concerns of anxious members from across their caucus. 

Senate GOP leadership has come under pressure to boost 
the tax plan’s benefits for the middle class as nonpartisan 
projections have shown that the wealthy and big corpo- 
rations would benefit most. At the same time, leaders are 
struggling to ensure the legislation does not add too much 
to the budget deficit in the long run. 

“We're optimistic that inserting the individual mandate 
repeal would be helpful,” Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., said Tuesday after meeting with party 
members during a closed-door lunch. 

Eliminating the individual mandate and having far fewer 
people signed up for insurance saves money because many 
of those people receive federal subsidies to buy coverage. 
SEE TAXES, 10 
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U.S. DISTRICT COURT 


Menendez 
defense 
calls for 
mistrial 


Prosecutor urges judge 
to tell deadlocked jury 
to continue deliberations 


Thomas Moriarty and MaryAnn Spoto 
For The Star-Ledger 


As jurors in the federal corruption trial 
of Sen. Robert Menendez left the court- 
house in Newark on Tuesday without 
reaching a verdict, attorneys for the Dem- 
ocratic lawmaker from New Jersey urged 
the judge to declare a mistrial if the panel 
continues to say, as it did on Monday, that 
it’s deadlocked. 

U.S. District Judge William Walls 
excused the jury Tuesday afternoon with- 
out questioning its members about whether 
they are closer to a verdict, but defense 
attorneys pushed him to come up with 
a plan in the event jurors say they can’t 
reach a unanimous decision on the charges 
against Menendez and his co-defendant, 
Salomon Melgen. 

If jurors indicate they can’t agree ona 
verdict, defense attorneys want Walls to ask 
the foreman if they are hopelessly dead- 
locked, but prosecutors want the judge to 
send them back to continue deliberations. 

In the event they are deadlocked, 
defense attorney Murad Hussain said, he 
would want Walls to declare a mistrial. 

However, prosecutor Peter Koski argued 
the judge should tell jurors they can deliver 
verdicts for the charges on which they have 
unanimous agreement. 

“The law is pretty clear ... that a hung 
jury is a legitimate verdict,” said Raymond 
Brown Jr., a member of Menendez’s defense 
team, arguing the judge should have told 
jurors no verdict can be an acceptable out- 
come to atrial. 

Walls, however, said he was not aware 
of any legal instructions that inform jurors 
of that option, and he challenged Hussain 
and Brown to show him previous cases 
where that occurred. 

“Do we have any case nationally where 
a trial court informed the jury that a hung 
SEE MENENDEZ, 6 


INSIDE 
A dead in Calif. shooting 


A gunman opened fire at random and 
“without provocation” on Tuesday at 
multiple locations in rural northern 
California, including an elementary 
school, before police shot him dead, 
authorities said. Page 8 


INSIDE 


Kellyanne Conway comes back 
to New Jersey to talk taxes 


The White House counselor and Camden County product 
visits a Robbinsville pizzeria to promote the president’s 
tax-cut plan, but won’t take sides on a proposal to killa 
deduction often used in her home state. Page 10 
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